SHGs urged to

I

‘promote hygiene
among rural women

Napkin manufacturlng umt mauqurated

Special
Cmrrespandent
TIRUCHI: Self-help

groups should focus
on promoting health
and hygiene among
rural women, many of
whom were found to
be facing various
health problems dur-
ing the health camps
organised under the
Kalaignar Health In-
surance Scheme for
Life Saving Treat-
ments, said T.Soun-
diah, Collector.

Inaugurating a san-
itary napkin manufac-
turing unit, promoted
by Woman, a volun-
tary organisation, in
Srirangam on Mon-
day, Mr.Soundiah said
menstrual  hygiene
management was ne-
glected among rural
women.

SHGs and volun-
tary organisations
should take up the
challenge and bring
about a change, he
said.

Unit cost

Kannagi, Director,
Woman, said the man-
ufacturing unit has
been set up at a cost of
Rs.2.50 lakh.

The organisation
has so far set up six
sanitary napkin pro-

IT'S NEW: Collector T.Soundiah
inspecting a sanitary napkin
manufacturing unit which he
inaugurated at Srirangam on Monday.

duction units that
were being run by
SHGs. The units pro-
duced about five lakhs
sanitary napkins per
month, she said.

Consortium

N.Manimekalai, Di-
rector, Centre for
Women’s Studies,
Bharathidasan Uni-
versity, said that a
new State level Men-
strual Hygiene Man-
agement Consortium
has been formed re-
cently to take up the
challenges of this ne-
glected aspect of san-
itation. Rani

Muralidharan, Presi-

dent, Women Entre-
preneurs Association

_ of Tamil Nadu, urged

SHGs to produce low
cost sanitary napkins
and popularise them
among rural women.

M.Subburaman, Di-
rector, SCOPE, said
sanitation was gener-
ally accorded low pri-
ority and emphasised
the need for taking up
a mass movement to
promote use of toilets.

V.Ganapathy, Advi-
sor, District Exnora,
urged the NGOs and
SHGs to promote sci-
entific disposal meth-
ods of  sanitary
napkins.




